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“Human Rights Watch Between Human Rights Discourse and
Realpolitik”

Researcher:
Nesreen Jamal Muneef

Abstract:

Human Rights Watch is an international non-governmental organization that focuses on monitoring and documenting human
rights violations around the world, including torture, the use of unlawful force, and violations of fundamental freedoms.
While the organization claims to be committed to defending human rights and protecting public freedoms, it has faced
criticism for its selective bias and its focus on certain countries, particularly in the Arab world and Latin America, while
ignoring similar violations in countries allied with the United States. Some studies indicate that foreign funding and political
orientations can affect the organization's independence and impartiality in its reports, raising questions about the credibility
of some of its criticisms.

On the practical level, the organization has issued reports on Morocco, Tunisia, and Yemen.

In Morocco, it criticized the use of excessive force against protesters; in Tunisia, laws protecting security forces that may
restrict freedom of expression; and in Yemen, the use of landmines by the Houthis and Saleh's forces. In contrast, it has
ignored or downplayed political abuses in Brazil and Venezuela, particularly those related to the overthrow of elected
presidents or support for US-funded opposition groups. This highlights the discrepancy between the organization's stated
goals and its practices on the ground, and reflects the debate over its independence and impartiality in addressing human
rights issues internationally.

Key Words: Human Rights Watch (HRW), International Non-Governmental Organization, Political Interference, Human
Rights.
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