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“From Hard Power to Smart Power: An Analytical Study of the
Instruments of American Influence”

Researcher:

IlTham Mohammed Nasser

Abstract:

The study examines the transformation of the concept of power in American political thought; from hard power to smart
power, within the international changes that reshaped the global order after September 11% of 2001. The nature of these
transformations influenced the forms of power and prompted the United States to adjust its strategies by combining hard and
soft power under the framework of smart power. Also the research seeks to analyze the main factors that drove this shift and
to identify the key instruments employed by the United States in implementing smart power within its foreign policy. It also
focuses on the applications of this model in Arab countries, by examining the resources and tools used to achieve American
influence, while discussing the different interpretations that explain this orientation. The research concludes that smart power
has enabled the United States to intervene in Arab countries in ways that serve its interests, either directly or indirectly,
without the need for overt military intervention.

Keywords: Hard Power, Soft Power, Smart Power, United States Foreign Policy, Arab World.
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