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Determinants of foreign policy

ABSTRACT

This study aimed to identify the internal and external determinants of foreign policy.
The study used the analytical descriptive approach to answer its questions that represented in
manifestation of the concept of foreign policy, and presentation of determinants affecting
foreign policy.

The study concluded that the foreign policy is the sum of the state's activities resulting
from its official contacts with various international organizations according to a well-planned
and targeted program aimed at changing the behaviour of other countries or maintaining the
status quo in international relations taking into consideration the determinants of the internal
and external environment, and that the internal determinants of foreign policy include:
geographical determinants, human determinants, personal determinants of decision makers,
political determinants, political stability, military determinants and societal determinants that
include characteristics of national personality, political parties and civil society institutions ,
and Public opinion, while external determinants of foreign policy include: the nature of the
international system, international institutions, international political processes and
international architecture.

Key words: Foreign Policy, Internal determinants of foreign policy, External determinants of
foreign policy.
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