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Abstract:

This study aimed to investigate the level of effective
teaching practices among elementary school mathematics
teachers. It was grounded in the assumption that the quality
of mathematics learning depends not only on the content
delivered, but also on the classroom practices that enable
students to construct meaning, engage in reasoning,
connect representations, and participate in mathematical
discourse. The study adopted a descriptive survey design
and used a teaching-situations questionnaire consisting of
18 teaching scenarios. The questionnaire was administered
to a sample of 20 elementary mathematics teachers in
Dammam. The findings showed that the mean score was
7.20, with a standard deviation of 3.43 and a median of
6.50, while scores ranged from 3 to 17, indicating that the
overall level of effective teaching practices was low. The
explanatory responses accompanying the questionnaire
items also revealed an initial awareness among some
teachers of the importance of mathematical discourse,
multiple solution strategies, and productive use of error;
however, this awareness did not consistently translate into
classroom decisions aligned with effective teaching
practices. Accordingly, the study recommends directing
professional development programs toward practices
related to  deepening  justification, connecting
representations, and using students’ mathematical thinking
within classroom instruction.
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