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disponible sur : https://www.transparency.de.

Pierre Rosanvallon, La Légitimité Démocratique : Impartialité, Réflexivité, Proximité, Paris : Seuil, 2008, pp. 189-195.. ¥’
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“A Critical Analysis of the Opposition Parties’ Proposals on the Reform of the Moroccan Electoral
System in View of the 2026 Legislative Elections”
Ashraf Al-Tribak
Abd al-Razzaq Al-Maski
Abstract

This study seeks to analyze the transformations that have shaped Morocco’s electoral system in anticipation
of the 2026 legislative elections, through a critical reading of party memoranda particularly those issued by
opposition parties as expressions of a new political awareness questioning the foundations of representative
legitimacy and the functions of electoral oversight in the modern state.

The legislative elections of 8 September 2021 revealed structural imbalances in the relationship between
popular will and institutional will. Electoral monitoring has ceased to be merely a technical mechanism
ensuring the integrity of voting; it has become a symbolic practice aimed at rebuilding public trust, and a
language through which the state reaffirms a legal sovereignty exercised in the name of legitimacy rather than
coercion.

The study concludes that the structural dysfunctions affecting the Moroccan electoral process are no longer
isolated irregularities but mechanisms for reproducing the political order within the legal framework itself,
and that opposition parties, through their proposals, have sought to dismantle this logic by calling for the
democratization of oversight, the expansion of supervisory bodies, and the linkage of political financing to
transparency.

It further shows that electoral transparency has become a “symbolic technology of trust”, and that political
money is no longer simply an instrument of influence, but a decisive element in the architecture and
distribution of power.

In light of comparative European experiences, the findings suggest that electoral oversight in Morocco has
not yet evolved into a fully sovereign practice as in consolidated democracies, but is moving toward the
establishment of a “soft legal sovereignty” combining institutional control with legal legitimacy. By
subjecting itself to mechanisms of monitoring and accountability, the state seeks to restore its moral and
political legitimacy without renouncing its central role in managing the electoral field.

Thus, Moroccan democracy is not practiced as a mere imitation of European models but as a distinct process
of re-engineering legitimacy through the instruments of law and public trust, where electoral oversight
constitutes a delicate balance between power and representation, sovereignty and participation.

keywords: Electoral system; Electoral districting; Electoral integrity; Election monitoring; Political
participation; Positive discrimination.
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