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encounters. Addressing these gaps therefore requires early
identification, integrated academic, linguistic, and
psychosocial  support, and psychologically safe
classrooms in which asking, trying, and making mistakes
do not threaten students’ sense of academic worth.

Keywords:  Accumulated learning gaps; Lived
experience;  Motivation;  self-efficacy;  Linguistic
marginalization; phenomenology.
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Abstract:

This study aimed to examine the predictive effect of This
study explored how students experience accumulated
learning gaps and the meanings they assign to their
consequences for learning motivation, classroom
participation, and academic self-worth in linguistically
marginalized educational contexts. A qualitative
phenomenological design was used with a purposive
sample of 20 students from schools in the Negev. Data
were generated through in-depth, semi-structured, face-
to-face interviews. Because several participants expressed
reservations about audio recording, a consistent procedure
was adopted in which responses were documented in
writing during the interviews. The data were analyzed
through inductive thematic analysis. Six interconnected
themes were identified: learning gaps as a cumulative
experience extending across school years; language as a
barrier to understanding and learning; a classroom culture
of silence and fear; fluctuating motivation between
resistance and withdrawal; threatened self-efficacy and
academic identity; and coping strategies and sources of
support. Participants’ accounts showed that accumulated
gaps were not lived as isolated deficits in knowledge, but
as intertwined cognitive, linguistic, psychological, and
social experiences formed through everyday classroom
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