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matter and legal regime of the contract, its international
elements, and the specific features of the Lebanese legal
framework.

Keywords: Oil and gas contracts; Legal characterization;
Administrative contract; State contract; Public service;
Exceptional clauses; Legislative stability; International
arbitration; Sovereignty over natural resources.
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Abstract:

Legal Criteria for the Classification of Oil and Gas
Contracts: A Comparative Study under Lebanese Law

This research examines the legal criteria governing the
characterization of oil and gas contracts in light of their
distinctive economic, technical, and investment features,
as well as the interaction between public law
considerations and the requirements of international
investment. It assesses the adequacy of the traditional
criteria of administrative contracts—particularly the
organic criterion, connection with a public service,
exceptional contractual clauses, and public authority
prerogatives—in determining the legal nature of
petroleum contracts.

The study further analyzes the impact of the international
dimension on such characterization, focusing on the
applicable law, general principles of law, stabilization
clauses, and international arbitration. It also considers
whether certain petroleum agreements may be
characterized as State contracts with an international
dimension or as economic development agreements of a
composite legal nature. In addition, the research examines
the effect of the State’s exercise of sovereign powers,
particularly nationalization and expropriation, on
contractual rights and obligations.

The study concludes that oil and gas contracts cannot be
adequately characterized on the basis of a single legal
criterion. Rather, an integrated approach is required,
taking into account the parties’ legal status, the subject
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