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“The Turkish—Saudi Role in Regional Conflicts and its Impact on Regional Security in the Middle East”
Researcher:

Ghadir Hussein Al Takach

PhD Candidate — Department of Political Science, Faculty of Law and Political Science, Beirut Arab University

Abstract:

This research analyzes the Turkish—Saudi role in contemporary regional conflicts, focusing on the main instruments employed
by both states to secure their strategic interests, including military intervention, soft power, regional alliances, and economic
and political support. The study also seeks to evaluate the impact of these interventions on regional security, and to understand
how these tools have been utilized within regional conflict zones. It further explores how such involvement has shaped political
stability, border security, regional alliances, and international power balances across the Middle East.

The study concludes that the transformation of Turkish foreign policy after 2011, alongside significant changes in Saudi
foreign policy after 2015, have collectively marked a turning point in the trajectory of regional conflicts that followed the
Arab Spring uprisings. The Turkish—Saudi rivalry has contributed to the escalation of regional polarization between competing
geopolitical blocs, which altered the regional security equation and intensified political and security instability. Consequently,
this competitive dynamic has positioned regional security in the Middle East within a new strategic reality shaped by shifting
geopolitical alignments and evolving security interests — a reality likely to persist in the coming years.

Keywords: Regional conflicts, Turkish role, Saudi role, regional security, Middle East.
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