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Abstract:

The study proceeds from the hypothesis that discourse is an ethical practice, and to prove this hypothesis, this study
presented the concepts of discourse and ethics, in an attempt to edit terminologies of the study. Thereafter, it briefly looked
into the dimension of relationship between language and ethics in an ancient and modern philosophical framework. The
discussion further focused on two fields of knowledge: pragmatism and ethics, and rhetoric and ethics. In the first field it is
stated clearly that the attention to the ethical dimension in the study of language during deliberation, emerged with the interest
in social etiquette, starting with speech actions, going through the principle of cooperation, and ending with theories of
politeness. While in the second field it embarked on two paths: the first is the relationship of ethics with rhetoric in the Arabic
linguistic heritage and the second is the relationship of ethics with the modern rhetoric, as both have contributed to the call
for the synthesis of the discourse, either implicit or explicit.

Keywords: Discourse, Ethics, Pragmatism, Rhetoric.
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