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Abstract:

Writing is a complicated skill for English as a Foreign language (EFL) students and teachers. They should apply strategies
that help students to overcome writing difficulties and motivate them toward writing (Alsamadani,2010). This research aims
at investigating the role of dictogloss technique in the development of writing skills among secondary stage students by
presenting some related studies and highlighting the major results of those studies. The researcher adopts the descriptive
method. The results of literature review show that the effective use of dictogloss technique: develops writing skills among
secondary stage students, encourages students to find out what they know and do not know about the English language,
increases the motivation of students toward writing, and provides the opportunity for students to use their grammatical
knowledge in writing.
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1. Introduction

In English language teaching, there should be a practice of the four language skills which are listening, speaking, reading,
and writing. Writing is one of the most important language skills that should be mastered by the students to convey their
ideas or their opinions in the written form. The process of writing itself refers to the act when one gathers the ideas to form
a text that can be presented to the reader. In line with this view, Kellogg (2008) stated that writing is an important skill for
students because of many reasons. First, writing helps to reinforce the grammatical structure. Second, to enhance the students’
vocabulary. Third, to assist other language skills such as reading, listening, and speaking.

Despite the importance of writing, it is believed that writing used to be a source of trouble for many EFL students.
Research indicated that students commonly encounter both linguistic and non-linguistic problems when doing their writing
tasks (Abdulkareem,2013). This is similar to Richards and Renandya (2002) who stated that writing is the most difficult skill
for second or foreign language students to master. The difficulties are not only in generating and organizing ideas but also in
translating these ideas into a readable text. The difficulty becomes more noticeable if their language proficiency is weak.

However, Dewi, Flora and Nurweni (2019) stated that the teacher should find effective techniques to motivate students
to manage their ideas and write them in an appropriate order and to encourage them to practice more to get the advantages
of writing. One of the teaching techniques that is considered to be appropriate to solve the writing skill problems is the
dictogloss technique, which is a new version of dictation that was first introduced by Wajnryb (1990). Dictogloss is a
classroom activity where the teacher reads a short text and the students just listen. Then, the teacher reads again and the
students write keywords of the text on their paper. Then, the teacher divides the students into several groups. Every group
comes forward rotationally to perform its resulting discussion by using its own words (Wajnryb,1990).

2. Research Problem

Studies conducted in the field of EFL teaching indicated that EFL students suffer from serious problems while practicing
writing in the target language (Javid & Umer, 2014, Alsamdani, 2010). Alsamadani (2010) stated that "writing is a complex,
challenging, and difficult process because it includes multiple skills such as identification of thesis statement, writing
supporting details, reviewing and editing. This complex process makes it rather difficult to teach writing skills". Thus, the
current research seeks to investigate the role of dictogloss technique in the development of writing skills among secondary
stage students.

In response to this suggestion, this research aims to answer the following main question:

Q: What is the role of dictogloss technique in the development of writing skills among secondary stage students?
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3. Research Objectives

The research aims to achieve the following objectives:

1. Detecting how to improve students' writing skills in the English language.
2. Identifying how to develop English language learning through meaningful communication.
3. Investigating the role of dictogloss technique in the development of writing skills among secondary stage students.

4. Research Significance
The significance of this research may be highlighted in the following:

1. Designers of the English language curriculum may benefit from this research by providing the curriculum with activities
that deal with dictogloss technique.

2. Teachers may benefit from using dictogloss technique in this research for improving writing skills among EFL students.

3. Adding further areas of research for education through this research theoretical framework, results, and
recommendations.

4. Providing the field of English Language Teaching with a technique that may improve English writing skills.

SEP;

Dictogloss

Jacobs and Small (2003) define dictogloss as an integrated skills technique in learning a language in which students work
together to recreate a text that is read by the teacher with the focus on the aspects of writing skills in their new versions.

Writing Skills

Nunan (2003) defines writing as mental work. It depends on the thinking process to produce ideas and turn the ideas into
words, sentences or paragraphs to convey the intended message. The definition of Nunan (2003) will be adopted in this
research. isgpi

6. Literature Review
6.1 Dictgloss Technique

According to Nunan (1991), dictogloss is a form of dictation, after the teacher dictates a text, students write as many
words as possible to write a text similar to the one they heard before. Similarly, Thornbury (1999) and Vasiljevic (2010)
define dictogloss as a classroom dictation activity where students hear the entire text twice and then reconstruct it instead of
writing it line by line.

Dictogloss technique is defined in this research as a technique for language learning in which a teacher reads a text twice
and students write notes, then they reconstruct a dictated text cooperatively by using their own words.
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6.2 Stages of Dictogloss Technique

Dictogloss is implemented in four major stages as summarized by Wajnryb (1990) and Jacobs & Small (2003) in
the following:

1. Preparation

In this stage, the teacher introduces and leads students to the topic of the text and the difficult vocabulary. The teacher
selects the topics that are related to students’ knowledge or interest. The teacher informs the students about what they are
expected to do at each stage of the technique and divides them into groups before the dictation stage begins.

2. Dictation

The teacher reads the text once at normal speed and the students just listen to the text. Then the teacher reads the text
again and asks students to take notes that can help them in the reconstruction stage. The dictating should not be conducted
in the traditional way where the sentence is broken up into word units. The pause is made between sentences, and pauses
should be slightly longer than usual.

3. Reconstruction

After the dictation stage, students work in groups to reconstruct the text using the notes they have taken in the dictation
stage. In this stage, students compare notes and try to produce a coherent text that is close in content and organization to the
original version. The teacher’s role during the reconstruction stage is to monitor the activity.

4. Analysis and correction

Students work in groups to compare their text with the other versions and the original text. Students notice differences
between their texts and the original concerning form, meaning, and use of language. Students, with the support of the teacher,
analyze each group version and correct errors. In this way, they learn about their strengths and weaknesses to keep on learning
and understanding.

6.3 Writing Skills

According to Nunan (1985), writing is "an extremely complex, cognitive activity for all where the writer is required to
demonstrate control of a number of variables simultaneously". It is in line with Flynn & Stainthorp (2006) who indicated
that writing is not a simple activity; it needs many steps in processing ideas, thoughts, and information to produce the output
of writing.

Many studies proved that writing is the most complicated skill for EFL students (Ashraf, Bilal & Fareed, 2016; Mohamad
&Moses, 2019; Alharbi, 2019). Students are facing many writing problems in language use, limited vocabulary, and a lot of
spelling and punctuation mistakes (Mudawy & Mousa, 2017; Alharbi, 2019; AlTameemy& Daradkeh, 2019). In addition,
they lack the skills of organizing their ideas, writing a topic, and concluding sentences (Salem & Savignon, 2007).

7. Previous Studies
7.1 Related Studies to Dictogloss Technique

Anwari, ktaviana, Rahmawati, & Syafiq (2021) investigated the effect of the dictogloss technique in improving the
writing ability of students on descriptive text. The total samples for this research were all tenth-grade students at SMK
Muhammadiyah kudus, Indonesia, which consisted of 70 students. The researchers followed an action research design. The
data were collected through observation, interviews, and tests. After data were collected, they were later analyzed into
descriptive analysis to explain the result of the observation and test. Findings indicated that the use of dictogloss technique
was effective in improving the students’ writing skills of descriptive text. Moreover, the dictogloss technique helped the
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students learn how to develop and write their vocabulary, and ideas in a proper organization, thus the writing activity became
easy because they knew the steps of building a well-written form.

Fujianti and Sudirman’s (2019) research investigated the effect of dictogloss technique to improve students’ narrative
writing. The sample consisted of 58 students from the second grade in Senior High School Pandeglang 11in Indonesia, with
29 students in the experimental group and 29 students in the control group. The design of this research was a quasi-
experimental design. The method used in this research was a quantitative method. The researcher used pre and post-test to
collect data. The results showed that there was a significant effect of using the dictogloss technique toward students’ writing
mastery on the narrative text. Also, the dictogloss technique increased the motivation of students toward narrative writing.

Murad (2017) aimed to investigate the effectiveness of using the dictogloss strategy in developing tenth graders’ English
grammar learning and writing skills. The researcher adopted the experimental approach. The sample included (68) female
students at Al Zahraa Secondary School in Gaza. To collect data, the researcher employed two achievement tests, grammar
pre/post-test and writing skills pre/post-test. The results showed that the dictogloss strategy proved its effectiveness in
developing students' English grammar learning more than the traditional way. Dictogloss strategy proved also its usefulness
in improving students' writing skills, particularly coherence, cohesion, and mechanics.

Lismawati (2017) aimed to investigate the effect of the dictogloss technique on students’ achievement in writing hortatory
exposition text. The researcher employed an action research design. The sample was the eleventh grade of Mas Al-Washliyah
Pasar V Pinang Baris in Indonesia, which consisted of 30 students. The results indicated that the dictogloss technique had a
significant effect on students’ achievement in writing hortatory text. Where the researcher noticed an increase in students'
attention, effectiveness, and activity in the classroom. Also, the steps of the dictogloss technique improved the students'
writing in hortatory text and reduced mistakes.

Bataineh and Younis (2016) aimed to explore the potential effect of a proposed dictogloss-based program on Jordanian
EFL tenth-grade teachers' writing instruction and on their students' writing performance. The research used a mixed
quantitative and qualitative quasi-experimental design. The researchers used three tools: a pre and post-test for teachers, a
pre and post-test for students, and a classroom observation checklist. The results showed that there were statistically
significant differences between the teachers' performance on the pre and post-tests due to the training and that there were
statistically significant differences between the experimental and control groups in students' writing performance, in favor
of the experimental group.

Firmansyah’s (2017) research aimed to explore the effect of dictogloss technique on the improvement of students’
writing recount text. A quasi-experimental design was adopted in this research using pre and post-writing tests scored with
assessment rubrics, including content, organization, language use, and mechanics. The sample consisted of (32) students
from the first grade of high school, in Indonesia. The results indicated that the application of dictogloss technique was
effective to improve students’ writing in recount text. Additionally, the students became more active and motivated.

7.2 Related Studies to Writing skills

Dayanti (2020) aimed to determine the effect of peer correction on narrative text writing by eleventh-grade students of
SMAN 4 Palangka Raya Institute, Indonesia. The research utilized a quasi-experimental design using pre and post-tests. The
results of this research revealed that there was a significant effect between using peer correction and without using peer
correction in writing achievement in favor of the experimental group. After the peer correction technique, students became
more aware of their writing mistakes and they improved in language use, content, and organization in writing narrative texts.

Alharbi (2019) aimed to investigate the difficulties faced by 74 undergraduate EFL students in developing a well-written
paragraph in academic writing by designing a writing course based on the students’ voices. The sample was 74 students
majoring in English (4-year degree) at one of the Saudi universities. The researcher adopted a mixed design. The research
concluded that English writing lessons should be designed based on the challenges students face to get the best results. Also,
teachers, curriculum designers, and education policymakers need an analysis of students’ writing weaknesses, to identify the
difficulties they face, and then to design the syllabus accordingly.
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Atac and Yuce (2019) investigated the effect of peer editing on the development of students’ writing skills in the
Department of English Language Teaching. The sample consisted of 34 students from the 1%t grade at an ELT department of
a public university in Turkey. This research adopted action research. The results conducted that peer editing had a significant
effect on the development of students’ writing skills. Peer editing increased students’ awareness, collaboration, and teamwork
in the writing activities in the classroom.

Wahdan and Buragohain (2018) aimed to investigate the effects of using the writing process (pre-writing, drafting,
revising, editing, and publishing) on EFL students’ writing performance. A quasi-experimental design was used for pre and
post-tests to investigate the effects of the traditional writing process on students’ writing performance among (60) Saudi
students studying in the foundation program of Hai’l University, Saudi Arabia. They were divided into two groups; (30)
students in the control group and (30) in the experimental group. The results of this research revealed that students in the
control group wrote fewer and disorganized paragraphs. In contrast, students who went through the writing process
understood writing lessons and therefore wrote excellent paragraphs.

8. Research Method

The researcher adopts the descriptive method, which is defined as a research method that describes the characteristics of the
phenomenon studied. This method focuses on the “what” of the research subject, not the “why” of the research subject.

9. Recommendations and Suggestions
Curriculum designers are recommended to:

Provide the syllabus with different materials that enhance the writing skills of students.
Increase the activities that help students to have more practice in writing.

Supervisors are recommended to:

Prepare instructional materials that increase teachers' awareness of dictogloss technique significance and the necessity of
using it in teaching English.
Conduct training courses that help teachers enhance their abilities in the implementation of dictogloss technique in classes.

English language teachers are recommended to:

Move from the traditional methods of teaching writing skills into modern techniques, such as the dictogloss technique that
creates a new learning environment.

Enhance their abilities in teaching English to be creative in applying various techniques in teaching the writing skills in order
to ignite their students’ interest in learning.

Suggestions for further research:

Examine the teachers' perception of using dictogloss technique to enhance students’ writing skills in teaching the English
language.
Examine other skills of language such as (listening, speaking, and reading) using dictogloss technique as the teaching
technique.

10. Conclusion

In this research, the researcher reviewed the role of dictogloss technique in teaching English writing skills. Also, the
researcher reviewed the role of some strategies and techniques of writing skills teaching and learning. The literature review
indicates that when dictogloss technique is used in writing skills teaching and learning, it can benefit both teachers and
students. Dictogloss technique aims to develop the students' communicative competencies because it motivates students to
write through collaborative learning. In addition, the literature review indicated that writing is a thinking tool that enables
students to communicate, express their ideas, and learn the English language through different stages of writing. To sum up,
the results of this literature review showed that the effective use of dictogloss technique: develops writing skills among
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secondary stage students, encourages students to find out what they do and do not know about the English language, increases
the motivation of students toward writing, and provides the opportunity for students to use their grammatical knowledge in
writing.
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